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Building a Community 

I joined the board of the CCBA in January 2016. At that time, I had 

little idea of what the organization did or what our mission was. 

Over time, those purposes were revealed to me, not through explicit 

speeches or mission statements, but rather through the interactions 

of the members. My goal over the past year has been to identify and 

strengthen the pervasive and strong sense of professional                      

community I saw, and I have come to the following conclusions: 

1) Clackamas remains a small community, and thatôs a good thing. 

Though we are the third largest county in Oregon (reliable           

statistics courtesy of Wikipedia), the legal community which 

provides services to the residents of Clackamas county is much 

smaller than in Portland. I suspect this is due to the large firms 

located downtown primarily conducting business in Multnomah, 

rather than Washington or Clackamas. Regardless of the reason, 

Clackamas remains a place where you come to court and either 

know all of the other attorneys and judges, or at least recognize 

them. I believe the small nature of our community is part of 

what keeps our relationships operating at a high level of            

professionalism. The adversarial system is designed to generate 

conflict, and citizens involved in the legal system are seldom 

there for happy reasons. In order to work with each other day in 

and day out and not lose our minds, our members focus on 

building friendships and professional collegiality. The result has 

turned into a point of pride, that Clackamas is the best county in 

Oregon to work in. As Clackamas grows and younger lawyers 

join the community, it is incumbent on us to remember that such 
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a reputation and community is hard work and we must endeavor to 

protect it, and each other. 

2) Friendships drive our community growth. Earlier this year, I                  

remarked that one of my favorite things about the CCBA is watching 

the senior members of our community interact, noting it was the high 

level comradery and respect they share with each other. Nowhere was 

it more apparent that this comradery extends to new members of the 

community than at the Young Professional Award dinner for Cierra 

Brown. Practitioners from every area in Clackamas came to express 

their support for Cierra and enjoy the party. It reminded me that 

though we are all from different places, practice in different areas, 

and have wildly varying life experiences, there is a joint commitment 

from our members to support each other through hardship and             

excellence.  

3) Building a new website is way harder than you think. At the end of 

last year, the CCBA board commissioned a new website, which I am 

happy to say is still on track for release in October. I assumed that 

building such a website would be done by the professionals, and I 

could keep as far away from it as possible. Despite my efforts, it turns 

out that ósomeoneô has to come up with the material to put in the 

óAbout Usô section, pick the background colors, set up an                

advertisement structure, and to set up the bat-phone line to the                   

presiding judge. This year, that ósomeoneô was me.  I leave the               

project with a deep appreciation of the private practitioners who have 

excellent web pages and the time it took for them to set them up, as 

well as the Board members who created the first CCBA website and 

the Website Committee for keeping it updated and revised throughout 

the years.  Stuff to look forward to on the new website: membership 

and event signup, an online payment gateway, an interactive event           

calendar, ad space, individual member profiles, and most importantly, 

on-demand CLE videos and materials.  

I hope everyone is enjoying the fall season and I hope to see you at the 

Christmas party! 
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News and Notes                                                                 

Street Roots News recently published an article on Clackamas Countyôs             
innovative Service Mall project being held in conjunction with Community 
Court.   

https://news.streetroots.org/2019/08/02/clackamas-county-court-one-stop-shop-social-
services 

Oregon State Bar approves licensed paralegals and bar admission without 
law school.   

ñOregon has taken two major steps towards enhancing access to justice in 
the state, as the Oregon State Barôs Board of Governors has voted to approve 
a recommendation to create a paraprofessional licensing program in the state 
and another to enable individuals to become licensed lawyers without attend-
ing law school, by completing a four-year tutelage program. éò 

https://www.lawsitesblog.com/2019/10/in-move-to-enhance-access-to-justice-oregon-bar-oks-
licensed-paralegals-and-bar-admission-without-law-school.html 

Oregon State Supreme Court building begins two year renovation project 

https://www.courts.oregon.gov/courts/appellate/supreme/Pages/building.aspx 

https://www.statesmanjournal.com/story/news/2019/09/27/oregon-supreme-court-
building-relocates-earthquake-renovation/2423846001/ 

Remember Compassionate Justice Meetings are now being held in the Holman 
Law Center, 821 Main Street, Room #207.  There are five meetings scheduled 
for the remainder of this calendar year.  10/16, 10/30, 11/13, 11/27 and 12/13 
from 12;10 p.m.ð12:50 p.m.  Please send any questions via email to                                                               
CompassionateJusticeCommunity@gmail.com.   

Gathering with the intention of building a community rooted in support, respect 
and compassion for all professions that work closely with or within the criminal 
justice system in Clackamas County.   

 

https://news.streetroots.org/2019/08/02/clackamas-county-court-one-stop-shop-social-services
https://news.streetroots.org/2019/08/02/clackamas-county-court-one-stop-shop-social-services
https://www.lawsitesblog.com/2019/10/in-move-to-enhance-access-to-justice-oregon-bar-oks-licensed-paralegals-and-bar-admission-without-law-school.html
https://www.lawsitesblog.com/2019/10/in-move-to-enhance-access-to-justice-oregon-bar-oks-licensed-paralegals-and-bar-admission-without-law-school.html
https://www.courts.oregon.gov/courts/appellate/supreme/Pages/building.aspx
https://www.statesmanjournal.com/story/news/2019/09/27/oregon-supreme-court-building-relocates-earthquake-renovation/2423846001/
https://www.statesmanjournal.com/story/news/2019/09/27/oregon-supreme-court-building-relocates-earthquake-renovation/2423846001/
mailto:CompassionateJusticeCommunity@gmail.com
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Awards, particularly in the legal community, 
are an interesting thing. 

Sometimes they can feel like just a way of 
bringing in donors.  Sometimes they feel like 
they  celebrate the one dimensionality of peo-
ple who are flattened into a narrow unrecog-
nizable version of themselves.  And some-
times they can feel insular, self-
congratulatory and like the same people get 
honored. 

The Clackamas County Bar Associationôs 
Professionalism Award ceremony honoring 
Cierra Brown was different.  I, along with a 
lot of other people who love her, got to bear 
witness as Cierra received the award.  It was 
different because somehow in the space of a 
small winery in West Linn a different story 
was told.  The beauty and strength and com-
plexity and struggles and sometimes ugliness 
and isolation of queerness were centered.   

Iris Wilson, Kamron Graham and Cierra in all 
of their comments flipped the dominant paradigm upside down to present a 
whole human worthy of an award celebrating professionalism: a loaded word 
that normally means compliance with the dominant culture. 

Cierra demonstrated that night that 
professionalism can be speaking 
your truth, talking about the hard 
parts not just the fun ones, allowing 
others to fail and holding them ac-
countable and surrounding yourself 
with love and people who will do 
the same for you.   

I am honored to be one of her 300 
bears.   

Cierra Brown Receives First CCBA                      

Professionalism Award                                                                         

by Kasia Rutledge 
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GUARDIAN AD LITEM APPOINTMENTS 

The Chief Justice has approved an out-of-cycle change to Clackamas County Circuit Court 
Supplementary Local Rules relating to guardian ad litem appointments.  Please see SLR 2.501: 
https://www.courts.oregon.gov/courts/clackamas/go/Pages/rules.aspx.   

Although the effective date is October 23, 2019, new filings may be eFiled now, or alternative-
ly filed conventionally between now and then.  Starting October 23, 2019, new filings must be 
eFiled in compliance with this rule.  This includes petitions for minor identity records (name 
and sex changes).  In the past, it was required that a guardian ad litem be appointed at the same 
time as the filing of the petition.  Now, petitions are accepted before the guardian ad litemôs ap-
pointment to comply with Oregon Rules of Civil Procedure 27D.   

Guardian ad litem statewide forms and instructions have been created and are available on the 
website: https://www.courts.oregon.gov/courts/clackamas/help/Pages/GAl-Forms.aspx.  Please 
be sure to use the ñIn the Matter ofò packets if you are filing an identity record case. 

Court staff will be checking for compliance with ORCP 27E.  This requires that the person fil-
ing the motion to appoint a guardian ad litem must provide notice no later than seven days after 
filing the motion.  In certain circumstances, notice may be waived.  There is a waiver of notice 
packet available on the courtôs website. 

Please also be sure to address the certificate of readiness (UTCR 5.100), required for most pro-
posed judgments and orders.   

If you have any questions or concerns, about probate or identity record guardian ad litem filings 
please contact Probate Coordinator Rebecca Vance at Rebecca.M.Vance@ojd.state.or.us or 503
-655-8623.  If you have questions about civil or domestic relations guardian ad litem filings 
please contact Civil Supervisor Heather Kamin at Heather.K.Kamin@ojd.state.or.us or 503-722
-6100.   

VISITORS 

This is a reminder that as of July 1, 2019, Clackamas County Circuit Court will appoint probate 
court visitors on a rotation and that the court visitor fee will be collected by the court.   

Payment for the fee is expected within one day of petition acceptance.  A court visitor will not 
be appointed until the fee is received.  As explained in PJO 2019-03, the fees are: 

$400 for a Temporary Guardianship 

$550 for an Indefinite Guardianship 

$150 for an Indefinite Guardianship when a Temporary Guardianship is already filed 

Clackamas Court News:  Probate Updates 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.courts.oregon.gov%2Fcourts%2Fclackamas%2Fgo%2FPages%2Frules.aspx&data=02%7C01%7CRebecca.M.Vance%40ojd.state.or.us%7C586c774f1069481c589008d742c7fb92%7C6133ec89e51b4a1c8b6815e86de71f8f%7C0%7
https://www.courts.oregon.gov/courts/clackamas/help/Pages/GAl-Forms.aspx
mailto:Rebecca.M.Vance@ojd.state.or.us
mailto:Heather.K.Kamin@ojd.state.or.us
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(within one calendar year for a total fee of $550)  

$550 for a Temporary and Indefinite Guardianship (when filed contemporaneously) 

Contact the accounting unit at 503-655-8453 option 2 to pay the appropriate fee over the phone.  
Payment may also be made in person at the cashier window.  Please have your case number 
ready for efficient processing.  Probate staff do not have the ability to tender funds.   

The accounting clerk will notify the probate coordinator of the payment.  This will prompt the 
drafting of the visitor appointment order. You may also email the probate coordinator upon 
payment.  Electronic notification of the entry of the order will be sent in normal course to the 
attorney and court visitor. 

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact the Probate Coordinator, Rebecca Vance, 
at Rebecca.M.Vance@ojd.state.or.us or 503-655-8623. 

 

Family Law Mediation  

Arthur B. Knauss 
ʸʹ ĴÙÀĖĚ ÙĳēÙĖíÙĀÎÙ ÀĚ À æÀÿíúĴ úÀĲ ÀġġĆĖĀÙĴ 

ʵʽ ĴÙÀĖĚ ÙĳēÙĖíÙĀÎÙ ÀĚ À -úÀÎ÷ÀÿÀĚ -ĆĥĀġĴ

sĖĆ ¢Ùÿ VĥÓçÙ ëÀĀÓúíĀç ĚëĆĖġ ÓĆÎ÷Ùġ

ÎÀĚÙĚ æĆĖ æÀÿíúĴ úÀĲ 

ʶʴʵʺ --+ vÀúēë KĆúÿÀĀ ZíæÙġíÿÙ

ÎëíÙıÙÿÙĀġ ĲÀĖÓ vÙÎíēíÙĀġ 

 

Please contact knaussmediation@gmail.com                                                              

503-659-5337 

mailto:Rebecca.M.Vance@ojd.state.or.us
mailto:knaussmediation@gmail.com
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Marisha joined CWS in July as the Managing At-

torney for the Legal Empowerment Accelerator 

Program.  Marisha brings with her over twenty 

years of practice in the greater metro area.  

Marisha graduated from University of Oregon 

School of Law in 2001 and began her career as a 

law clerk for The Honorable Bertina Lampkin.  

During her three years in the windy city,  Marisha 

was able to witness the behind the scenes chaos of 

the first R. Kelly trial.  She also fondly remem-

bers seeing a person enter the court wearing a 

purple fur coat and wondering what animal had to 

die for that.                                                           

After moving back to the Northwest and being unsuccessful with the Oregon State Bar 

by less than one point, she decided to cater to her strengths and took the all-essay Bar in 

Washingtoné and passed with flying colors.  She started off in public defense at a mid-

sized Vancouver firm, then opened her own practice after feeling emboldened by the 

range of her colleagues competencies, both good and bad.  After hanging her own shin-

gle, she focused on estate planning, Medicaid assistance and Modest Means representa-

tion.  Eventually, she also represented vulnerable adults in guardianship and conserva-

torships hearings and juveniles in truancy and dependency proceedings.  After evolving 

her practice for a decade, she decided to pursue other opportunities.                                       

A virtual urban farm homestead on Mt. Tabor complete with one dog, two kids, three 

fruit trees, a bunch of chickens, a pond full of fish and one husband keeps her busy in 

her spare time.  Sheôs currently looking for a good landscaper.  Email her if you have a 

hook-up.  After utilizing the services of the OAAP, Marisha feels like sheôs found her 

dream job.  As the LEAP Managing Attorney, Marisha would like the CCBA members 

to know she likes lunch dates and happy hour and is looking forward to meeting with as 

many of you as possible.  Taking advantage of the wealth of knowledge, experience and 

skills CCBA members possess will be one of the most important keys to making this 

program successful.  The first cohort is set to launch in January 2020.  Please keep an 

eye out for a social event information coming soon.  If you are interested in helping 

with the program, whether it be presenting a CLE, serving as a mentor or simply sharing 

your experience, Marisha wants to meet you.  Please contact her at 

MarishaC@cwsor.org or 503-557-5802.           

Welcome LEAP Managing Attorney 

Marisha Childs  

 

mailto:MarishaC@cwsor.org
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What is LEAP?  

LEAP is the brainchild of the Executive Director of Clackamas Womenôs Services, 
Melissa Erlbaum. Clackamas Womenôs Services (CWS), located in the Clackamas 
County Family Justice Center, provides a number of services to survivors of domestic/
family violence and sexual assault.  The goal of CWS is to provide all things domestic/
family violence and sexual assault under one roof.  We provide counselling, ongoing 
therapy, food, clothing, shelter as well as having trained bilingual (Spanish) advocates 
to help participants file restraining orders.  Our offices are equipped with video relay 
systems to allow restraining order petitioners to hold their hearings in our office away 
from their abuser.  Our office is collocated with many partner organizations, however, 
participants still experience gaps in services, particularly as it relates to being able to 
address their civil legal needs affordably. 

 Gaps in affordable civil legal needs? 

Although Legal Aid Services of Oregon (LASO) and Victimôs Rights Law Center (VRLC) 
are collocated in our office (along with many other great partners), many participants do 
not qualify or are unable to be served by these great organizations.  LASO represents 
those who are Ò125% of the Federal Poverty Level (FPL): for a family of four that is less 
than $32k/year.  However, LASO does not have a dedicated office in Clackamas Coun-
ty and is only in our shared office space once a week (unless due to capacity issues, 
appointments must be cancelled) leaving survivors scrambling for affordable legal ser-
vices.  VRLC is also in our shared office space once a week, however they only repre-
sent those whose issue fits squarely within the legal definition of ósexual assaultô and 
are also limited by the demand for services exceeding the available supply of attorneys 
providing that service.  

 What does LEAP do?  

LEAP seeks to fill the access to justice gap: providing civil legal needs to CWS partici-
pants who are between 125-400% FPL: meaning the participant has a job and is likely 
able to sustain themselves, but the prospect of having to pay a private attorney $200+/
hour is cost prohibitive.  LEAP attorneys agree to represent CWS participants in re-
straining order hearings 15-hours per month pro-bono as well as provide representation 
on other civil legal matters 30-hours per month on a sliding scale ($50-150/hour) . 

 Who are LEAP attorneys?  

LEAP attorneys are Oregon licensed, entrepreneurial spirited aspiring solo attorneys 
who are either new to the practice of law or returning after a prolonged absence.  

 What do we provide the LEAP attorneys?  

In exchange for representing CWS participants, LEAP acts as a launching pad for the 
new solo attorney.  We provide office space, bar dues, PLF, practice management soft-
ware, membership in the Clackamas County Bar Association and many of the basic ele-
ments necessary to operate a law practice.  As the managing attorney, and former solo 
practitioner, I provide both coaching and assisted networking as well as CLEs to give 
that new solo the tools they need to operate a modest means trauma informed law 
practice.  Imagine, having someone coaching you on how to practice law and represent 
clients when opening a law practice? This is game-changing! 
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CCBA Member Launches Online Estate 

Planning Forms Database                                                   

Many lawyers in Clackamas County are general practitioners who are tying to expand 
their practice. One area of law that appeals to them is estate planning. Perhaps they have 
written a few wills but would like to delve deeper into the subject. They take a CLE 
course on basic estate planning. Perhaps they visit the Clackamas County Law Library 
and browse in the estate planning section. They would like to find some forms to use, 
but the forms they find are complicated or outdated. Perhaps they get a form from a          
fellow-lawyer and do a ñSave Asò each time they want to produce a new document. 
Maybe they have the embarrassing moment when a client finds someone elseôs name in 
the ñSave Asò document because the lawyer or the lawyerôs legal assistant didnôt replace 
all the old names with new names. Isnôt there a better way? 

Well there is and you can now find it on the web at www.nobleforms.com.  Richard   
Noble, a West Linn attorney and long-time member of the Clackamas County Bar, has 
created an online subscription-based estate planning service for Oregon lawyers. The 
cost is quite reasonable ð $100 per month or $1,000 on an annual subscription. You can 
try it for $100 and there is no long-term commitment. You can quit after one month if it 
isnôt what you want. The website contains numerous video tutorials that explain how to 
use Nobleforms. https://www.nobleforms.com/video-tutorials/. The videos are for law-
yers only and are password protected. The password is ñnobleformsò.   Here are some of 
the key benefits to using NobleForms. 
 
Complete estate planning practice 
 
The templates cover the logical steps in estate planning and are based on Oregon            
practice. 
The process starts with getting information from the client about their family, their         
desired distribution, their desired distribution plan and their assets. 
A spreadsheet is produced which lists all the assets and shows who will own them after 
the estate planning is completed, i.e., will the asset go into the ownership of the trust or 
will it remain in individual ownership. It also shows the beneficiary designations for   
assets that remain in individual ownership. 
Produces a Will Plan which consists of a will, a power of attorney, and advance               
directive to physicians including a HIPAA release, and information material (including a 
bill) for a five tab three-ring binder. 
Produces a Trust Plan which consists of a trust agreement (a single person trust for an 
unmarried or married person, or either a joint trust or a two trust plan for married                 
persons or unmarried couples) trust certification, pourover will, power of attorney,               
advance directive to physicians including HIPAA release, all funding documents for the 
trust(s) including deeds, assignments of personal property, assignments of business               
interests and contract interests, letters of instruction to financial institutions, and requests 
for written confirmation of beneficiary designations from custodians of retirement              
accounts and insurance companies, and informational material (including a bill) for the 
ten tab three-ring binder. 
 
Sophisticated templates use market leader HotDocs technology 
 

http://www.nobleforms.com
https://www.nobleforms.com/video-tutorials/
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Templates are built on the HotDocs platform which is the market leader in document assembly. https://
youtu.be/ZMXIKR-tWRs Easy to use interview format where attorney or paralegal answers questions 
based on client input to create finished documents.The information is saved in an answer file and can 
be used in the next template without retyping thus saving a great deal of time and effort.Extensive          
options in the interview allow the attorney to create a will or trust to handle plans from the simple to 
the very complex. 

Support 

NobleForms provides telephone support and responds to emails. You can talk to Richard Noble                   
directly if you have a problem or a question. NobleForms uses Zoom when providing support and you 
will be able to share your screen to explain your problem.The NobleForms website offers numerous 
recorded video tutorials which illustrate how the templates can be used to produce Will Plans or Trust 
plans from the simple to the complex. 

Cloud Based 

Works on any computer, tablet or phone. Doesnôt matter if itsô Windows or Mac.  All you need is 
Word for Windows installed on your device. Unfortunately, HotDocs does not support Word Perfect.                       
Attorney can work remotely and is not tied to the office computer.  Cloud based assembly avoids                
having to install software or download templates.  Updates are available immediately without having to 
download any new files or programs. 

For more information on the templates visit https://www.nobleforms.com/estate-planning-templates-for
-lawyers/.  To subscribe visit https://www.nobleforms.com/subscribe/. 

https://youtu.be/ZMXIKR-tWRs
https://youtu.be/ZMXIKR-tWRs
https://www.nobleforms.com/estate-planning-templates-for-lawyers/
https://www.nobleforms.com/estate-planning-templates-for-lawyers/
https://www.nobleforms.com/subscribe/
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