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Prez Sez                                       
by Wendy VanLeuven 

 

Dear CCBA, 

What a year.  It flew by for me.  I hope it found you, your loved 

ones and your practice thriving as we reworked our lives into a 

more social landscape.  Over the past 30 months we chartered 

a world we never could have imagined and it was not always 

smooth sailing as we expressed ourselves in debates/stances 

over to mask or not to mask, vaccinate or not vaccinate, virtual 

appearance or IRL appearances….It has been a bumpy ride.  

But a ride that we got to take together, as a community.   

As the year wraps up I wanted to say thank you for all CCBA 

has done for me.  Thank you. Thank you.  Thank you. 

If you had told me in 2013 I would be writing this piece as   

President of CCBA I would have told you, you were crazy.  In 

2013 being a lawyer was the furthest thing from my mind, let 

alone being the President of a Bar association.  

I moved her from Vegas in 2012 to work as a senior criminal   

defense attorney in Washington County.  I had no idea what I 

was in for…and Washington County broke me…in 9 short 

months. It broke me to the point where I decided to give up law. 

I was going to be a real estate agent, a barista, a stable hand.   

But that was not in the cards and that is all because of CCBA.   

Picture it, CCBA appeal dinner 2013.  My then husband, was 

working for Bowerman and David.  I was invited as a spouse to 

be at the Bowerman table.  I sat between Bill Hedges and Don 

Bowerman.  Andrew Teitelman was sitting next to Bill.  Andrew 
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and I chatted over the table.  He needed some help here and there and we agreed to 

meet for lunch the following week to talk more.  Then I dodged some bread rolls and 

thought who the hell are these people?   

Andrew had no idea how broken and lost I was, all he knew was I kept telling him I            

didn’t want to be lawyer.  Over the next year and half, Andrew unknowingly built me 

back up, he helped me get my feet under me, helped me gain confidence and                         

reintroduced me to what it means to be a lawyer.   

I will never forget the phone call he made in November 2014, asking me to do a trial 

with him.  I told him, in no uncertain terms, “no”.  But he did not take no for an answer.  

He kept telling me, you can do it.  We can do this.   

I will never forget on Wednesday after lunch I turned to Andrew and said, I want to win 

but I feel like I already have, because I now know this is what I am suppose to do.    

(pssst we won)    

And so I began to practice again and have never looked back.  

In 2019, Katie Baker asked me to be on the Board, I laughed and said I am some                 

nobody criminal defense attorney. She kept telling me “you can do this.  We can do 

this”.  And then Alec the following year took an even bigger chance, and offered me the 

opportunity to be President after his tenure.   

The connection in this tale, is CCBA.  I would not be practicing law if it was not for 

CCBA.  Thank you. Thank you. Thank you. 

In 2020 Katie Baker announced her platform as Community, and I circled back around 

to the same platform.  This year I wanted us to gather again, to be together as a com-

munity, to be lawyers who sit down at a table and- change lives, attitude and careers.  

Because that’s what you, CCBA, did for me.  And I know my story is not the only one. 

So thank you for helping me grow this community and celebrate this community. This 

year we hosted a virtual golf event, free for members; a happy hour social with the first 

drink free for members; the wine tour at a discounted rate for members; and a pumpkin 

patch for members and their family.  We also were able to give a long and much over-

due dinner honoring Tom Kranovich, as our Holman Award recipient.   

I am excited for the future of the CCBA and especially to support Andrew Teitelman, as 

your new President .  Watch the online calendar for events and CLEs. 

Last but not least, and by way of community, this is a very late WELCOME to our            
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newest Judge, the Honorable Cody Weston!  He may be the newest to the 

bench but he is not new to Clackamas County community.  He has been               

planted and strongly rooted as a resident of our County for almost 22 years.  

Read more about this local in Alec Laidlaw’s article.  

Thank you Andrew.  Thank you CCBA.  I will see you all at the Winter Event. 

Wendy van Leuven 
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I am privileged and honored to succeed Judge Susie Norby as Chair of the Clackamas County 

Arbitration Commission.  After nine years of exemplary leadership, and an ever-increasing 

plate of projects competing for her time, Judge Norby decided it was time to give somebody 

else a chance to chair the Commission.  Please join me in thanking Judge Norby for her out-

standing service as Chair!  

Under ORS 36.400, each circuit court has a mandatory arbitration program for matters involv-

ing $50,000 or less.  And under UTCR 13.030, each circuit court must establish an arbitration 

commission to supervise the arbitration program and to give advisory opinions relating to arbi-

tration.  The commission must include both judge and attorney members and, as an ex officio 

member, the court administrator. 

The current members of our Clackamas County Arbitration Commission are a star-studded as-

semblage of fabulous attorneys and arbitration afficionados:  Andrew Cole, Rudy Lachenmeier 

(who just joined the Commission last month—welcome Rudy!), Angela Laidlaw, Eric Tait, Jim 

Underwood, Laurie Zwingli, and last, but certainly not least, our ace administrative arbitration 

coordinator, Regina Watkins. 

The mandatory arbitration program is a critical component of our ability to efficiently process 

cases.  And we could use more arbitrators here in Clackamas County.  If you are interested in 

being an arbitrator as part of the program, I encourage you to submit an application.  The appli-

cation, as well as other information regarding the Clackamas arbitration program, can be found 

on the Clackamas County Court’s website, at https://www.courts.oregon.gov/courts/clackamas/

programs-services/Pages/arbitration.aspx.   

I look forward to my time as Chair.  I will do my level best to continue in Judge Norby’s very 

large footsteps.  

 

Thank you to Judge Norby for Nine Years of 
Chairing the Arbitration Commission!                           
By Judge Weston   
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It was the most wonderful time of the year.  Well, at least it felt normal... and fun.  The CCBA 
gathered for its holiday party at Allium in West Linn on December 16, 2021.  After a virtual 
holiday celebration in 2020, it was great to see CCBA members live and in person! 
 
About 45 members entered masked and ate amazing food, listened to wonderful music and bid 
farewell to outgoing CCBA President Alec Laidlaw.  The new Prez, Wendy Van Louven,              
presented Alec with a wonderful portrait before sharing her vision for the CCBA in 2022.   
 
There was an overflowing amount of wine bottles and other items for CCBA members to win 
from the wine pull, and seemingly nobody left empty handed.   
 
The new CCBA board is looking forward to planning more in-person events in 2022 including 
a wine tour, axe throwing and another festive holiday party.  Be on the lookout for more details 
on these events.  We look forward to seeing you all! 

It Was The Most Wonderful Time of The Year 

By Andrew Teitelman 



 7 

 

“EXPERIENCE THAT COUNTS” 

♦  Civil Litigator  from 1983-2009 

     ♦13 years representing plaintiffs 

     ♦13 years representing defendants 

♦  Part-time neutral since 1990; full-time since 2009 

♦  Multnomah County Arbitration Commission since 2004 

♦   Sole/swing arbitrator of 100s of PI cases and mediator of both 

civil and family law disputes 

lisa@millerarbitration.com  

www.MillerMediationArbitration.com 

503-805-6988 (phone) 

mailto:lisa@millerarbitration.com
http://www.MillerMediationArbitration.com
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On June 23, we hosted an after work event at Arch Bridge. Judge Wetzel and Judge Steele 
showed up to rub shoulders with members.  CCBA covered the first round for members.  The 
event was a success with about 20 attorneys and law students showing up to network, talk shop 
and laugh with each other over the two hour meet up.  

Keep an eye on our event calendar for up coming events like the Tacos & Axes on September 7 
and the Holman Award, honoring Tom Kranovich at the Abernathy on September 14.  Check 
out the article about Tom in this issue. 

Happy Hours Are Happening Again!                                      
By Wendy Van Leuven 
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On March 10th, the CCBA hosted its very first X-Golf event in Tualatin organized by our Event 

Coordinator Alex Hayes. X-Golf (think Top Golf with a simulator instead of the driving range) 

is a relatively new concept to play some golf on a simulator while enjoying the convenience of 

a full bar with beer/cocktails, appetizers, couches, and TVs. It’s a great indoor event for both 

experienced golfers and beginners. It was a relaxed weeknight event, but Ryan Chiotti and 

Alex Hayes still made sure to get those competitive juices flowing with their drivers.  

Look for the next X-Golf event soon!  

 

 

X-Golf Sports Social                                                                                    
By Josh Cutino 
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Judicial Profile: Judge Weston                       

By Alec Laidlaw 

Where are you from originally? 

I would say originally I grew up in Dallas, 
Oregon, since the third grade. And then I 
was in a few small towns in Oregon before 
that. And then I think I told my dad was a 
Marine, so I was in Southern California for 
just a bit, but settled into Oregon at a 
young age. 

What did you dream of doing when you grew 
up? 

I wanted to be an infantryman. I wanted to 
be a scientist. I wanted to be a rock star. I 
wanted to be a pro athlete. I wanted be a 
politician, wanted to be a fireman, a cow-
boy. So kind of all of those sort of, I guess, 
natural things that a little kid wants to be. Oh, I wanted to be a lawyer. My mom 
was a legal secretary, so I grew up around lawyers.  

Peanut butter. Chunky or smooth? 

In my fridge that we all share here in my chambers, I have a jar of the Costco, I 
think it's called mixed nut peanut butter. And thinking about, it's kind of in-
between the crunchy and the creamy. So I guess a better answer would be I like 
in-between, specifically that Costco mixed nut butter. I think it has like cashews 
and other things. And chia seeds and I'm assuming peanuts. That's really good. 
So in-between. 

What's the first movie you ever saw in a movie theater?  

I remember watching Star Wars. But I have a vague memory of seeing the movie 
Earthquake in a theater, which I think was in the early to mid-seventies. And I 
was really scared because the noise was so loud, it felt like the theater was shak-
ing during the earthquakes in the movie. 

What's the best gift you've ever given someone? 

Best gift? Well I forget which anniversary it was, feels like it was about 10 years 
ago, but it was an anniversary gift to my wife and I couldn't think of anything. 
And so I put together a montage or a collage of photos, real photos that we had 
just from our lives together and kind of growing older together. And I put it to-
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gether in a big frame and I left it for her in the kitchen. 

What is the farthest that you've ever traveled from home? 

Well I'd have to look at a globe, but in my marine days I was all over the globe. So Soma-
lia feels pretty far away. So I did a western Pacific deployment as an infantryman, and that 
took me across to Pacific. And we ended up in Somalia for four months. And then I did a 
Mediterranean deployment as a military lawyer. And that took us the other direction to the 
far eastern Med was the farthest reach. So again, I just look at a globe, I would say Soma-
lia. 

Do you remember your first court appearance?  

I don't have a specific memory because in the military, before I went to law school, I was 
prosecuting courts-marshal. It was a weird deal where you don't actually have to be a law-
yer to do what they call special courts-marshal, which is the military version of misde-
meanor offenses. And so that was in the mid-nineties. I did a year and a half of that. So by 
the time I had gone to law school, I'd already done quite a few criminal trials. So I don't 
have a specific memory. And then I did a few general Court Marshall, which are the felo-
ny trials. And for those, you had to have a real lawyer sitting there. But that's all I did was 
sit there. 

What advice would Judge Weston give to young Cody Weston, the brand new lawyer? 

I guess where my mind is going is try to enjoy it more. Because especially as a lawyer, I 
was a litigator for a long time. And then before that, I was a prosecutor, with just a huge 
caseload. And I would always just take my work home with me, not only actually, but it 
was just always in my head. And I was almost just worried, I didn't want to do anything 
wrong. I wanted to get it right. Especially as a prosecutor, I felt like I owed it to the com-
manders to do a good job. And then as a litigator, you have clients. So I was always wor-
rying and wanting to do a good job. And looking back on it, I wish I would have enjoyed 
it more. And there were times when I did for sure. But I don't think all the worrying was 
necessarily productive. A certain level of worrying is, but not too much. 

Cake or pie? 

It probably depends on the type, but on balance, I would say pie. 

What type? 

I really like pecan pie. And a good apple pie. 

What's the most interesting case you ever worked on prior to taking the bench? 

Quite a few come to mind. So I did a number of cases representing the University of Ore-
gon in sports related cases that I thought were really interesting. One involved a recruit 
who was injured on a recruiting trip. That case is still pending in a Court of Appeals. And 
then when I left, I was representing the University and some of their former football 
coaches in, you might remember about four or five years ago, some players were injured 
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during preseason workouts that were alleged to have just been two hard. Three 
of the players were injured. And so we were representing the University against 
allegations that the workouts were too hard. And of course, my Guantanamo 
case was interesting as well. Many others, but I guess those are the ones that 
come to mind. 

What's your favorite book you've ever read? 

A Soldier of the Great War by Mark Helprin. And then it might sound               
pretentious, but I really did enjoy War and Peace. I read that in my infantry days. 
It was the big paperback penguin version and I would literally, as I read it, 
would throw the pages away so that it would get smaller and smaller, because 
when we'd do a short of Somalia, I wanted the book to be smaller. And I             
remember when I finished it, I was in Somalia, and I was just like poof it's gone. 
And I also really enjoyed Moby Dick. That also sounds kind of pretentious. It's 
just such a weird book and I've always liked nautical things in the sea.  

What drew you to the bench? 

So many reasons. You asked me earlier what I wanted to be when I grew up, as I 
got older. And once I started practicing law, I really wanted to be a judge. I'm 
kind of a law lover. I enjoy the law. I enjoy the process of just trying to get the 
right answer, both legally and factually, and taking into account everything that's 
going on in a case. Also, and it may sound trite, but I feel pretty strongly about 
the rule of law and access to justice issues. And I take my job seriously, and I get 
a lot of fulfillment out of it. You know, just trying to get the right answer and 
serving. Just trying to be a good judge. I think the legal system and good judging 
is just incredibly important. And on a more broad level, it really aligns with a lot 
of my values. I enjoy it. I think I have the right temperament for it. I've had ab-
solutely no regrets. I absolutely love this job. Everything about it. 

Dogs or cats? And your preference not what you have most of. 

I like dogs. But we have lots of cats, as I think I told you. On balance, I prefer a 
good big dog. 

Is there any part of judicial service that is exactly as you thought it would be? 

Actually, it seems like a lot of it is there. There haven't been that many surprises. 
I guess what so oftentimes you have a romanticized view of the way something 
will be. And that, for me, like being a judge, I would just come in and I would 
just hear the arguments of the parties and think deeply and then try to come up 
with the best decision. And it’s like that. And oftentimes I'll go in and I really 
pride myself on being as well prepared as I can. But oftentimes I'll come in and 
I'll just be thinking I really need the arguments of the lawyers here to help me 
out. And that's what it's like. I go in and I listen carefully and I really enjoy the 
process and that's kind of what my romanticized view of being a judge would be 
like. And it is like that. Not always, but most of the time.  
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Is the book really always better than the movie? 

Not always, although, I'm trying to think of an example. I think oftentimes it turns on which 
you did first. You know, if you read the book first, then the movie pales and vice versa. But I 
think on balance, books are probably better because you get more of the inner dialogue of the 
characters, and it's just a little richer and deeper. 

What's the best meal you've ever eaten? 

In my infantry days, I was going through the infantry officer's course in Quantico, and it          
culminates in what they call the 12 day work, where you're just out in the field for 12 days and 
they don't feed you very much. And it's kind of a real stress package. And I remember coming 
out of the field just really hungry, and it ended at what feels like midnight or one in the              
morning. And there was a Golden Corral restaurant. I don’t know if those are still around, but 
it was Quantico, Virginia. It was one of those all you can eat buffets. And I just went there 
with a few of my other lieutenant colleagues and just gorged myself. And I was just so hungry 
and nothing tasted so good. And it wasn't, you know, great fair. It was macaroni and cheese, 
everything you'd find at a southern buffet in Quantico, Virginia.  

And this can be in the past or currently, but who's the most influential person in your life? 

I was trying to think of lots of people, coaches and professors, but the one that came to mind 
immediately is my wife. She's been with me through thick and thin for a long time, and she's 
my best friend. And I value her opinion on a lot of things.  

What's your wife's name? 

Jennifer West.  Of course, my parents come to mind. They were very influential too, and took 
good care of me and gave me a good upbringing. And I don't know about this going in an         
article, but my dad. I call him my dad, he’s my stepdad. When I say I lived in Southern           
California, my real dad was an enlisted Marine, and I kind of grew up around some domestic 
violence, and my mom kind of saved us from that. And we left really with nothing. We left 
and fled really to her parents, my grandparents’ trailer in Goldendale, Washington. We lived 
in our trailer for a year and my mom met my, he's technically my step dad. He was the young 
publisher of the Goldendale Sentinel, the newspaper. And he really saved us and that was in 
the mid-seventies. My mom married him and taken care of us ever since and had a good stable 
life. We ended up in Dallas. He went to the Hood News as the editor, and then he published 
Modern Paper and the Dallas Paper for years and years. In terms of, I guess, influence, I mean, 
without him, my life could have really gone a different direction. 

Last question. Name this movie I'm going to describe to you: Blank. The Cody Weston story. 

A word that comes to mind is lucky. I guess the notion being that after kind of a rough start, 
life's been pretty good to me. And even though I kind of pride myself on my work ethic and 
all of those things that are in my control, looking back on it, a lot of things had to fall into 
place that are outside my control. 
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Law Library News                                          

By Jennifer Dalglish, Law Librarian 

Law Library Access During COVID-19 Mandates                                                   

(Republished by Request) 

The Alden E. Miller Law Library of Clackamas County is open regular business hours               

Monday - Friday, 8:30 a.m. -5:00 p.m., except holidays.  Attorneys can apply for after-hours       

access.  The building is now locked at all times except when the jury coordinators unlock it 

due to the jury demand.  You must push the button to the left of the front door to be buzzed 

into the building.  The left button is for the Law Library.  The right button is for the jury room.  

If you push the Law Library button and there is no immediate response, please push the jury 

room button and let them know you are an attorney accessing the Law Library.  They should 

buzz you in.  The front door to the Law Library is always unlocked during regular business 

hours.   

Law Library staff continues to be available to provide legal research assistance in person, by 

phone, email, video or online chat https://www.clackamas.us/lawlibrary/ask-a-law-librarian 

(email).   

We have a bunch of new CLE’s available for you to check out, including but not limited to:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please let me know if you have any questions at JenniferDal@clackamas.us.   

2021 Environmental and Natural Resources Law: 
Year in Review 

2021 Juvenile Law: A Little Bit of Knowledge and 
Perspective Can Go a Long Way 

2022 Annual Juvenile Law Conference 

21st Annual Oregon Tax Institute 

22nd Annual Oregon Tax Institute 

35th Annual Northwest Bankruptcy Institute 

41st Annual Northwest Securities Institute 

Advanced Estate Planning 2021 

Advanced Estate Planning 2022 

Advanced Estate Planning 2022 

Agricultural Law Round-Up CLE Series 

The Art of Elder Law: A Broad Brushstroke 
Overview 

Basic Estate Planning: Basic Probate Admin-
istration 

Broadbrush Taxation: Tax Law for Non-Tax 
Lawyers 

DUII Defense in 2022 

Emerging Legal Issues Related to Technology 

Important Considerations in Long-Term Care 
Planning Series 

https://www.clackamas.us/lawlibrary/ask-a-law-librarian
mailto:JenniferDal@clackamas.us
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Letter From the Editor 

By Jennifer Dalglish 

I was sitting in my new-to-me office when a rather tall gentleman walked in and            

introduced himself as a local attorney.  Through the course of our conversation, I 

shared with him that I’d been writing the Law Library News articles for the                      

Washington County Bar Association newsletter for awhile and had some other relevant 

experience.  Come to find out, he was the Vice President of the Clackamas County Bar 

Association and more than happy to accept my offer to help with the newsletter.  That 

man was Rod Boutin.  Thanks, Rod!  And that conversation was twenty years ago.  I 

could have never imagined I would still be “helping” with the newsletter, today. 

Back in 2001, Rod would very graciously come to the Law Library in the evenings  

after my regular work day to teach me about writing, collecting articles and pictures, 

editing and publishing the newsletter.  It was during these early years that we (really, 

Rod) had a logo designed and held a contest for re-naming the newsletter.  The Bar 

Tab was the clear and easy winner!  I have continuously learned so much from all of 

you—the members of the Clackamas County Bar Association (CCBA).  I have           

continued to learn as much as I could on my own as the times and technology changed 

in an effort to keep The Bar Tab consistent while also being fresh, relevant and             

modern.  It’s in that vein I am both sad and excited to make the following                 

announcement.   

This will be the last traditional issue of The Bar Tab.     

We are moving all of the articles, ads and announcements you are used to online.            

Beginning in January, you will find the next Judicial Profile (hint: it’s a good one with 

Judge Van Dyk) and a recap of Tom Kranovich receiving the Holman Lifetime 

Achievement Award with pictures on the Members side of the website:                                

Login – Clackamas County Bar Association (clackamas-bar.org) .    

Even though I’ll still be doing much of the same work with only the format changing, 

I’d like to take this opportunity to thank each and every one of you for allowing me the 

opportunity to serve you in this capacity.  I have greatly enjoyed everything that’s gone 

into making this publication the best, most unique thing that it is.  Thank you! 

Now, how about a little stroll down memory lane to mark the occasion?   

https://clackamas-bar.org/login/
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Contact Us 

Four issues of The Bar Tab 

are published each year.          

A special summer issue is 

sometimes published.   

Sub missions can be 

emailed, sent or given to 

the Editor or any Board 

member at any time.  The 

CCBA does not make   

express or  i mp lied        

warranties regarding the 

use  of  infor mat ion         

c o n t a i n e d  i n  t h i s             

newsletter.     

Editor:                                         

Jennifer Dalglish                    

lawlibrary@co.clackamas.or.us                

(503) 655-8248 

Administrative Assistant:                

Jean Wilson                                     

administrativeassis-

tant@clackamas-bar.org                                  

2021 President:                         

Alec Laidlaw                          

alec@laidlawandlaidlaw.com                                 

2022 President:                       

Wendy van Leuven                  

wendy@leiklaw.com      

President Elect                            

Andrew Teitelman                  

andrew@teitelmanlaw.com                 

Secretary:                        

Angela Russo                                

angie@candr.law>                                                                                  

Treasurer:                                     

Josh Cutino                               

JCutino@clackamas.us 

Members At Large:                        

Alex Hayes                                        

Annalise Oetken  

Ads and Announcements 
 

www.clackamas-bar.org                       info@clackamas-bar.org 

Office Space 

One office in an Oregon City Hilltop professional building, includ-
ing adjacent support staff space. Share lobby, kitchen, staff break 
room and conference room with other professionals. Ample on-
site free parking. Close to county office buildings, Family Justice 
Center and proposed new courthouse. High-visibility location. 
Landlord pays for janitorial, maintenance, real property taxes and 
all utilities except for tenant's phone and internet. Rent is $695/
month. Call Tom at (503) 680-2884 

CCBA 2021 Board 

Click here to meet the 2021 CCBA Board members. 

Mindfulness Meetings  

Please join us for a mindfulness exercise Wednesday at 12:15 on 

Zoom.  Below is the link. We suggest that you copy and paste this link into 

your browser (rather than clicking on it directly), to avoid technical glitches 

that some have experienced. 

 

https://zoom.us/j/92237496138?

pwd=TTd5d0xyOE9GWmZqcEpWaHpGcWl4QT09.  

  

mailto:lawlibrary@co.clackamas.or.us
mailto:administrativeassistant@clackamas-bar.org
mailto:administrativeassistant@clackamas-bar.org
mailto:alec@laidlawandlaidlaw.com
mailto:wendy@leiklaw.com
mailto:andrew@teitelmanlaw.com
mailto:angie@candr.law
mailto:JCutino@clackamas.us
http://www.clackamas-bar.org/
mailto:info@clackamas-bar.org
https://clackamas-bar.org/ccba-board/
https://zoom.us/j/92237496138?pwd=TTd5d0xyOE9GWmZqcEpWaHpGcWl4QT09.
https://zoom.us/j/92237496138?pwd=TTd5d0xyOE9GWmZqcEpWaHpGcWl4QT09.

